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TEACHING AS A GAY MAN

Pedagegical Resistance or Public Spectacle?

Jonathan €. Silin

Vnericans serve themselves anad their riends up as stindes. focedd
with patlios and spiced with scandal. the dish piping hot onlemand
A Favopean discloses himscdE, 30 hat wond can bo nsed o sngaest a
scpiex ot locks opentng ad shatting, the whole <dow and camtions. T
an Nncvican a conhdend v s an el akor aoed we desesibe o
arandmotho s sedvicde with the =ame destre o appoar amiable tha o
Purtpenn cmpioy s i commenting o the unscasonabiby warne weatlie
We lorget what weove wold 1o whorm swhireas avope ans e mbile s
g pale when they lecide 1o reveal somothing peesonal o D umpe wn
avonal cotnts as o precions sign of commitmen: in Amevicn i
amesail= 1o nedliing more han o how-do-vim-do

— el White The Farews H Svinpheso

a..j am i thotonghly A\meriean tracher My natonad trnpad e T Jedd ll_\ iy il
patzcmtien i the gay liborabion mesvement aned Titey by ane wark o o 1N
VS cedvacate dod me o teach o o openly @iy pan A portion of iy baenis -
~oine thing waduate sthudonts, whe are preparing ta be come eoachers the mse Lo
woutdld sathor T eserrisad Furopran restiaint and resenved soch o ddia s i
notee ade mic < ftings, T theis comse oaluatioms they snggest that § ol
“ugenda " wnd that teaching s a0 Uvery peesonat oxpetienee for this bstroc
Others interpret iy coming oul o cdnss as an imvitation lo uindosk the e own bisio-
ries el join e in eaplosing the inferscctions of ong pevsonal live < and prot -
sional « onumitme nis
N
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Ovet e Tast decade fominist and postosderns coties have argael that aeH
pe ke rse e s, leachers, rescarche rs—— sl focate themselves on tnmgud
forean of identin politics. Disearding notions of abzolute vth and mund nanae
ve we are bt only e name the multiple positions o which we speak A the
sme e saphisticated stadics of nunative <brcnne g the wesumption-
abost e ndee and =0sding it theead thei was Breosgh the fiterars canon as well
s thishe oo omn stories Eane bleresb die the mone wnmedane and practical
anpli aiens of feaching as an op nly way pan

Miloizhe 1 1e ) decidedly queen sty e guestions 3 g aic besanl
Lo bt Teane it sned spnedonts: How e prdogogy changa d when we it e o
widl Forwenn prisate aml polossionad exprricnce 2 Wil viske do we Like £ W Frat
auale o we aciove when se open ooz lnes to prlidic fnmpection?

| first began teospoah abont boing g i class in (085 Adthongh | had
G ont ol the v loset To many vears. the ditlicety of making tis pateutn
annenneenent sarprised me Perbaps 3t was the presstre of teaching on amali,
cochnded collcse campne og e fmpact of AIDS ooy Gite b the midstol all tha
fome fving those years of the "z plagac i was dorme the only Bie-altuning
pasition b Lake the omby way Lo aftur my place oo sty under siege.

D isions ahiout coming out are incomprehionsible - complos mizes of po-
<ol Dristons aned polinenl agenda Didi Khavatt deconstin s the < mmonpls oy
ol coming ol o lass inchading onr responsibifitics o extend sur spppon to gy,
bl v, Diseviad aned transgendered stndenrss hoecome spprogniate rols el s
fe th e tnme t e Be teromes il normss and comdat istitotionsdized homoplinbia !
Yol re ospet e i in 1985 1 ac tedd ong ol neithor the desire o hooaane
ol el Lo 2oy stndents e the wish to prommte greato tletane s ooy
et stndente Rathen it wits disinge s to oot prospective teachors abou
e vemmeete diess ol lives and ner Lslh aboul bomg gy 1 was amallor
frcerity, of encotraging the authentic voices Dhopad iy stndcis wonghd e s
bt i own o sk

Facen b that selueation i onethical wd pelitical prastce, which is diflicad
low = e young pesple o accepl. Tam abligated e al the way that sesnsl idon-
b cntorms iy andeorstanding of how social insltutions fancion iy oy won ey ]
dones hnow i coming out i Tass badps s conmmanicaie oy conerns it thi
st of Mptrwean sducation Conlosstons ol dosine e o pandoesioal cifon
Whih samaeting that teadhors oo are nizele af esh aned Blood, thes reinloree o
positinas as coxpeits, albeit i unchacted and dangemus discipline

[de Anos that my coming ot Las changs d the one of my cChisacs I has

Sl some ol s d=comlon aboat leaching onto e studess Phe sitation has
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brcoame legs problematic for me and more disquieting for them, to they b
hegue 1o gquestion thein assumpiions about who can speak and wha must remain
silent Owr conversalions have hecome tcher sinee Lot behind the pose o
alye e tivity

Fanrived an Bank St College of Brducation in mudcareer: my oyedenals
ineladed yeses ol HIVZATDS worke in which bedsg opraly gay was part of nn
expertiso. My olfice door wd ulletn board e covered with s about g
ovents. My lovers photographs of Teshiar and gay witleas hang oo the walls e |
work wilh o woup of colleagues. say and straight on dssnecs of sesvad orientiion
anel early childbood edication But cach vear we meet new students amd so oo 1y
gy ledk hers slory hecomes a COminE-oul sy one e agEin

Scores ol recent books document the difliculties enconptenad by besbim
anid gay teachers at ull levels ol edhcanion * A cental theane i this looreture i~ e
cosl-henetit analyvsis we nnderake when deciding whethor o not o come ont
Closeted gay teachors oflen experience frastration, isolation. and sell-hatred Bt
not all acconnts are bleak . The iaoe of the closet i inevitably Huked to o ol
coming ont He lileratpre adso comtaing sooecesslul aoeounts of few s asse g
their gy identities  Bovond the matner of boeing more combmtable with oursedves
B dives our wvness fonction in the classroom? What now question. can we sk
aboul tearhing as @ resull ol our changed pradiice=? What happens sllon e
o b 17

Faxcn af my progressive institution 1 do nol nnderesiimate the powe rtal
ways i which fgnorance is soctally vegotiaicd T am only oo aware that 1w oo
futly chosen words and neatly linked sentences Tatter about my sl arent diog
on Lhe fiest night of ¢ lass do nol shatten the glass closet by themse bvess The wae
do s pasily pretend that nothing has beasaid, that ;v contession lis no oo -
diate relesanc e, The hard work follows. Over the nest fow months T oy o dennne-
strade Diowe Diving us o sexual outlaw provides insights into the Lager socion T
aod the simple abed e affin o omselves hut our conlinmal use of var cxperion
in e classeoons that ewrns us the reputation of hasing an agenda, 100 how we sk
tening esnr weekly et of rosistance into semester-long pubibie spectn los

The classroom conlession giarantees that we will oot be sobmercd a
sent ol aceless fuully And we will sueely alienate suther than engage cortain ~1-
dent= Lasl vewr D reccives ihis appraisal on g comse ovaloation: T apgpreciane o
personal excement of an instructor, bul this went o dar I the introdhactson of
sextial identiny issues per se or the active prescoce of o gy teacher et constinates
going oo [ 77 Canowe be oo gy ?

Ina course oncontempaorey « biledhood Frequine two novels ahoat idenin
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deve opients Lelt of 1l chaices offocd are I lesbiin and gav anthers Tinvite o
sortnin zay nove dist loocad hom iz sork in s~} tHustrale covirse themes from
e ow ceperionges paychintiists teabme ng of Seshians anel goys as e oxomple of
won i el b helping” professionss gay libegitiossasance sanprle of
fios e s for e ial changer VOV s asoc fal fssoe sileace d i s Bools

Despite st best intentions there is always o gap bedwedn e gonds and
i e e s as progeessive clucados. Elizabeth | eavorth 1o msads s that 11 s
the pradity of lassroom life ax mudh ax one anzlysis of social tssnes that losters
Commication e coalition hoilding. Urica Mo Wiiliam cantions ws to attend (o
the op posilional talk it new teachers themselves produce and to Joave asade onr
e el al hetorte U Ne matier how moving sur slovies of prosecative o reading
[t oy D, sesistanee to social injustice cannol be mandated Al wlnd ol onr
alotie <7 Are ey merch osetcises i sell=display. testimonios to e vl e ol
s o do thes dead stadents Lo new fosmes of action?

Michi ! oncartl anpomn es the poesibility of revistance al the sane G

v the

aw b rnarks the condossion ax a nwechanism al social constmint He dedine:
nie e nth-contury shift of powet lrom questions ol law il praliihition 1o the
G trons of knewbodie and new technodogies of the sl Power s now virede eslonod
foo v e nlate among prople and through discomse 10 s no Torgara ilise pie ontiny
e cistre or something Brom s hich we sy cscagn

The Liberalion mnsative whinl ddmanels acomplete aconimt ol e pust
aved 1ok ront vision of the fatnre, 15 epluced By more modest storios of nsis-
Ve s and st vl These ae e kinds ol stories Teninisis fcb abon) women whie
e bod that aueer bistorians tdl about the work of IV ATDS activist- v e
-t two decades Ty fspine s toact sl remind os that =ocial chavge sequnn s
Closs teation w e world ipeecdialely asonnd us

Cential to Foaeanlts descpiption af power is the baosdomation of the con-
femm v from o eeligions beedmitque, conlined Lo matte s ol s aned tedamption oy
cive praefice traugh which tie stenor fpaneng, teachon payclialiisg passes jrede-
wre ot i the sollor ehild student. patienty The injundion o sa swhal one s aml
doee dfrs o bedict that speaking Trees as snd ialsilence milicates our pow-
e ss Tnrcoanting onr steries, bowevon we do not reveal some prine
abent aursclve = Rathor, througle e conlessional rclationship we vonstitlute the
<l Do the the ater of the Gassronin the teaclu s confesses—bam asingle parcnta
Losbone st product ol e working «lass ——and the stmdens o the conles=ion
Wi ds the e aning of this ob roversal?

ot b ceose didies the conde sabon s oot e o orring b baeen s di-

eib e B it sas onhs dncthe thintes nth ety ted clooch b nsedeed v h
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privide confesaion Buetwern priestand peatlenl Dharing the fisst o of the 1 s
tan era condession was mosthy public . aned hanmihiation plave d a cenral rode o oe-
tlaling social hehavior Public penance was o way (o rogain oncs ou obershig oy the
comnaunity, i way o heal the wornt inflicied on onesel and onthe hody poline by
noncoenformily. Similarh, Weachiss” condessions which dise lose our ovs mzsczingd
identitios wnd e linged with wuncedainty and shoe, imegrate as ot class-
ruom comnuaily, While [ do not el my gy storio: 1o ongage stodents inperaonal
comversilions . they do case any Jeelings of alicnation they help gronnd me i the
classroom. in the nstitation, and in the: larger world of cducation

Fovcault cmphasizes the potentiad for inteonsifie d sueveiflane e el ~ocial
control thal resulis from the demand o speak the tuth of oo lives Bul bis e
vations are oflen globaf and Bl 1o acconnt T the dilforing cle ot of stenb ihg
Veer atl, owr stoties are ool absiract fctions, scpate rom the wordd Sonn dor
Fhey fink onr lives 1o pastic b vcommuonities, offor asaps for othersand provide
insigdis into sociopolitical vealities

Stories change oves time and an bansformed In the times 1w consing
s hves throngh the stories we tell we an also constitured by the commnnitios
wvailable to hear them. ¥y gy stors contd wot ove Boon told D jore e 1070
when the contemporary tesbion and gay comnmmnity b gan 1o ke lorme now the
commumty is shcnethened every time sameons Llls his or ber steoy This b osaon
is most cazily seer in the consolonsness-taising shiategics of Chinese nvolinon.
aries in the 19405 mud Amevican fomini=z in the 1900~ Tetling stories propotecs
soe fal mobilization os well as personal cathorsis

[y the classzoom | wanl to crate o comonunity inowhicls stndents ool
thedr own slenies undd rust that their dilorences will be heard Denocratie conne-
munithes are bascd o ditberes e Beal ideatilications are camed only when we
shiggde to make sense of the other, We tecognize that oun koowlodge s ibons
incomple te and nosatislactany,

By making teaching a “very personal cxpetiones D we give ap being, Bk
aure =laderts or even being liked Iy thon incorde e to fostor autls nte dialogn wath
themn I this nawde-obt makes some novice teachess aneasy i alao asks e nono
cenpshfer how they wsll want 1o be knowa by thear own stiodents ansd what e wall
waitl 1o know about them

Perbiaps 1 am naduls sonsitive o the guession of how athors read s Take
Hiensd s I)('nph N grew Hp witly o heen owarene ss ol e fmiilit sul e presendinon
How corled Tever forget sunmoning the courage 1o by oy Tiest boole aboat bovno-
scvialiny. Belround Berglers bleak sty of pathologscul dioviames o frwas 1000

and Fwos hlteon
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Finding myvsctl alment from the arts and literatures which T =ought 1o
alfivn my sexoalite, | lled the void with my own naratives Flectealied by the
toch of Maecs hand oo my <honhfer as we sabked ome trom the nisetm:.
nusenst by Roger s tovitation 1o a sheepoves thay New Years bveomesu rizedl b
he tolds in Bonadds eleotrin biue bathing suit—F gase life o my own stories.
Reading my onn woneds peovided an illicit pleasae 1 haredly wndeestond, Fding
aothing feonn mvsc T spent hows secreding my desives trom othrs vven as |
boped they wonbd be discovered.

Notus avenng achor conld Flonget the consttaints placed on e by 1ea-
ditiore? ncpress otations of gy wens cmblems ol motal depranaty pross axed of
aniqu powets o conppt the yang T livesina space dedinee by e tension
be b tevealing cnongh to attract another and conccaling enough to aveid die-
coners by thase who aeight dome bann. Sibenee and voice are ot the opposites we
worth b ke the m to be They are ot msnecd phienonena anaiting intstuelation
by sani e reading and listening awdiences 11 MeClaehy capanes the Tosiglis

il po--ihic by aqueec childhood when ho sorilese

Fong betore Twas given that Jonntain pen ol comse T had {e arnel Lo Bk
ihings Childhonds trac polymorphons penvarsing s constant sotrce al
Tty pleesore sl power s hying Bt that pon helpod me todiscoves
camething belior than the lie s Aliest as soon os it owas given toome. |
learnel to hide inside the pens O tatbe e the pen allowed me to/ e the
dilforcnec e b tween hedong something and desgaising some thing — that i
fo sy neakang i diffiondU ot vot impossiblc o s Tan whon 1 hnew the

dilTeren o eouldntalway s keep e =cf from confusing them

W hat o the stde nts et us vic e semesier? W an do they ke ol om
Do e e Pl 00 ¢ T n DL )-_‘.lil TR Fleosw el s ot r-('&ll;![‘llu\ inletin our il ¢-
Wl

oaching as o gen i in o predomimly {r e coviiomuent iy o
i o range ol mcannges, lron contompt o il s e to cnriasity aned ilon-
iyt straight stndeonts nught atiach foomy stones Las the xurprising silenos
of marme of my shisn and gay students inclass asarelection ol 1y own ~paech
st 1aake ap the way space o whivh they might nthenwise Ty claine How
wonth] this space be Gamsformed by w desbion teacher? While gay men sy I vead
Hiiosch poderastic taditions, Suc-Ellen Case sagge st that shiuns e vead
Higenres e traditions thal croticize the powetful teache, whose seductivene s s pro-

by Boer undons bl sl rnavailable position ®
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Re mavilless of gonder the crotics of classroom Tl e as toovitable - they
are inevitahiby denied. From our relusal to know soung childrens <comling as L oar
deptoynent of moral panics about «oxual abuse i carly diildhood sottings o th
crotic complications ol working with graduate students guestions of desire puine.
letate evety slage of aeademic development Deborah B Brigeman tells e tha
Fre uds initial insigh) ahout eomplexity in pedagogic al sclationships occmmed it
an aecidestal meeting with a fonmer 1eacher. As an adull. secing that the toacher
was considerably younger than he had remembored, Proad swonedened why be bl
once imagined lim so much older and wiser® Who decs not hune metnin e s of
righting a teacher out of context— perbaps w chaee encountes at the groceny slore
o in line a the movies? When toachors are looscned Teom safe meorings e b
time o space. the e students aveimsettled Toachers who provoke snely rereadings
i dass make theiv own anthorts mow legible sod proldematic for thenr sicdoons

From the psyvchomsalytic perspedctive, translerence——the eadeney 1o pa
othe s in the plasce our parents onee held Torasowith all the ambialent e tons
that thal entails e ix conteal 1o any studentaeache reelationship that make - -+ dil-
ferencr T we cannot posse s the parenl. we can bevome one The suce -<jul
stindend Tugns teachor dtanslonming the desine b e tomher ot desioe 1 he
the teehier Then we foarn that like the good awthors we Teachors st = i
onn student-readors into wantiog to know. promising o deliver the ceztaian it
will sl terminate dosive, Wo maitain their inferest i the text by appesbong (o
it mystery uncxpedted trns of plot and indecipherable pricomes W
caxpetts at siving aod withholding, promisiog and postponing trdlatinse ol
calming

Vs teachers, we condern ours: bves with evoking desine rotlos than conton-
ving knowledge. Dxplanagion leads to fulfitfoent, Satisbving the appetize Kill- the
heanger. So we wanl o slnds s 1o grasp the questions thal wlors their scascb o
meaning. Hal 1t mere aboul the desiring sel dan about the objecrof desin W
hope that vee students will Team o love the sulde ot matter and se danot he e
lor ehisplay oty owan passion for it

U the anivodation of these questions that can be aliscomborting 1 -1u-
et il 1o ey to manage wy diseemilort by sice ping sl in Tensinet andd
postinode t thesties Thoy conlirm the need Tor ne o take o position False furn
o queet heotisls who teach os hiow gquestions of desize poemeate the lieeoe and
cultsnal lests thal constitute the coniorhon Bor ooy discomibac canmot bnoo-
aged The sobjoct of desire, my own seljectinving, isonealy il canmnot be s
[)Hm o |>'\ the s of reason,

[ese daas ed D that aong other socis bl chimges the boogeoning el

el
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ol Jesbnn amd sy studies legitimates my o lassoons conlessions whicle fro,
hrangdst e new opportagities and a botles Bt Yer bagontze ines the conmundili-
Cations o story it hese apportisnities offeras Toade my Ll Bistlon and sk st
dente o enehange theirs i e academic markoplace Toracourse on childhood o
otz woran wittes @ beaatifol and posardol description of bor mothe s long 8-
ness csnl death Teneonmngn o ook shont the impact of these experionces
bt wosk witls childee s aod their v datienship b the asaizned seadings oo booinis
Pl oyl nove b abowt growing np Onthe st aight of chies adta Izialing ine
Bee T papet =he tells e how uncasy she has lolt waiting abont o Tile 1 a
crashrte xchood corose for which she will receive sograde T reply mocnms of my
overbivadene o ghont seing personad mauraive we aosehic b Tor public sdueation
I donts it i sediovesh o stddoanl s g s i,

We Hve ooy cadtone that thrives on istinade personad mentives T
Sl Dodh chows, hookstone shadves and scdf=help gronps anc awash o sinrice
which people ocount their strngeles witle addictionsdestructive relad o hips,
aned the « tfeas ol daaldhosd abusc Sre the Classroom condessiots s elieit sovens
dille v Doowe meek an bmappropeiate istinee s with oun stodenis? Do owe nanwits
Linghy B lp o theny indo o cubiare of scll-display ¢

b A L afe on Sedtood Tane Tompkins descrilios e espeiments with holistie
appron hes by cducaion. which speak o the bidy as wellas the mind - Disap-
pointed in hor stadonls unwillingness o assome vesponsibility fo the it own
fearning Tomphins learns that she mnstoffer thens alety along witl eddon cet-
iy dong with cmpathy. She mast deling b esetl Botheas the one who cines,
ieme i il saclicing her own ilentity to bettor bose hor stodents sl s the
onc ol hnowsan epont incontol o) the classecom biee cnddespin trieslis
wticer oo deaving hebind Der owa foas ol tosding Foophins wonoom cs ho
cende o Lo doee e wondeonns Wmndoning o romance gone sonr =l e pilv =

beoaechie s o thrs wins

s Tk Do bene i love - Youcknos Do whenowon e i love op B eonshioon
Lo bods 2 von e always looking Torward 1o the nest meting with desin
ik repicldion—-will he orshe be ghad to a0 me ? Wil fie o she bl 2
Will she oo B threh Dicsmaet, good-looking? e porson? 10 the rallor-
vaster of Tove — npope day and down the nos——no twe chisses e same
Hlow soon will we b owoig ~toads 2 Will om Jove be e 2 Bo o Tove

Iihe |l }nn‘_’?:3

i Mine s slorie s i ¢ lass tahes the roller-coastor vide i aonnch scarier il

more «cchilarming 11 metkes s foel vulus rable inoew wavs Mlending toons vil-
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neabibits. we realize how ooy storsiedling changes v Lvery L we reprodane
the storyv. we rcproduce ourselves iaslightly altered forme There s e tandos be
Bisledias no el o be kept 1o meseeve Oure torvtelling is always performativ ddil-
fovimg with andicnoe aned comtext Tearefully woigh what Dsay to stoslonts aboor s
experienees as a gay man and about oov comples commnmin, When Pdeline - lss-
room discussions of leshtan and gay Tives solely as discussions aboud dssnes of
copnity, Fleave by the wayside the more disturbing ssaes of esine

[ reuseniber my relicianes o come oul o my parert= when T was inalbved
i midtiple relationships, often with men more thao bwice my age [ waited vonl |
was i i stabde relationslip with a peer o cobationship then has cndsned Tor more
than lwentv-Nve years Pknew that thal was o morc acccprable way 1o repireosont
gay e, I was not the only way o the most honest was. Thea as now, L simplihined
way Ll derving the possibifities that make existonce at the mangins exciime ax
well as approssive joviol us well as painful

This dendal veflects woslrategio wse of abstict cate gories inocal political
stingales Ina sexmally repressive society any talk of desive can destalalize ~o01al
stugctures. Queer sex undenmines aditional wleas ahowt mascaline and e
toles. sz es ol pleasire and pain. and the workings ol power aned congrol 1o e la-
Homships Dasire speaks 1o us aboal the firationad, the mnconsciog and the Lody
b bow they hanve been wmed oothe nane of civitizaton

Fhe tension between packaging gay fide inthe most acocprable ol feast
threatening lorms and cebobiating the vasiets of relatiomships i miske = possible s
debated 1 the g media e the ofliwes of advocaey groups and among quees the-
orists. oo olten these new possibilities amd conflios rolatesd to v genderand
¢ Lass ave maskesd by Llse seprescatations of o single.. homogeneons goy cultane
which categories are collupsed aond assumplions upguestioned. We Hancaning col-
feagnes lnd private imoments at professional conferences 1o ask after n e dih ]
wattsl to venind thewe buat T onever den that oot all slonder gay men who waite o
AIDS wre TH

Social calegorics belie tie complesity ol o lives My work with stu bonts

-positive

1= mediated by the multiple idemities through whicls | hold positions of greator o
desser poivilege, depending on contest, Fam both o white, male scholanr bors e
the middle class and o Jewish, gy carly childhond cducator Once 1 b
attempted 1o say these identities and have given up the auea o the anmiseoie s nar-
ratar iy qualifations b speak bom amd about o paaticulan position beeame
problomatie How doomen talk about womnens Hves? How doopeaple of procde e
tdk abont the dives of the appressed? How do homosesaals ik alint hietese <o

al=2 Ahoun cibifvea? Fhose e lendamental questions about oadong and < il

fon
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w e about our relationships with students, tesca s paticipants, and the
world v betwern Dwant ns students to ash e as they design caeioda tor ME
hens 1tk with parents and participate nschosd govomancee,

fhope that my students sec that the questions we ask abont the pulitics o
re prese ntations are echocd i regukan debates within the scadens abuat the ahil-
s of o Contile techair a Jewish shadies program . forcxample or o o white pa-
ot 1o Lol Alvican Smerican history Dicclass we shiggio with the conne tion
Dotwe o theorizing nseginad lves and the Tived oxperiomee of mangioadity. I= oo
theory cnly a ool of literary wnalysis o is it doin of =ociul Critigue Uil mins
fead 1 politioad wotion? How is theors Tastaned 1o the wirlsd?

Use b rcasing specibicity of ome location within wdoatity politics nides the
question of how 1o apeak abent wthor than for othess mone pre ssioe and parilyz-
g cvers din This is the confessional cod-de -sa white out shones become the
cued eile o e e beghnming of owe political work Stories tia Tuncrion eilec-
tivels .ttt Jend oat of the cul-desac of sell=display, cngage out students gl
persiunbe them b take nge their own positions Fhen they st cralt thedr privale
plentibi alions inlo collective acbons

Whene onee Dinderstood the act ol speaking lor omsclses and aboul oth-
crsoae 1 fascinating ¢ pistomelogical conundnmn, now Funderstand it as vthical
et U There arc adways riskss our words anel o Hyes arc olien onsuder-
ool miseepresented . Naming confines amnd contrels. Articadation be lies 1l
powe e of the unte prosentable But silence is a denial of dagogical responsibilily

[ have vl books that proclaim the eloset a constingt ol the pastand |
Bave wiitken ahont e parados of coming out as sorcinlorccment of Lomu- aml bt
o sl it nons BN donbl o Bl eapeniene cs overlis the linguistic ca-
cantic = whiclowe seeh o contain tem . Yer one recent ~lady inddicate s that o~
b~ wd gavs are 1he mest revifed winmily goup in middde Nmcrica —tha
forme i ogic-sive state has mepealed il bogal protections for s sual mainori-
Gos o that set smather gy teacher has heon firee ol another lesbiun loster
ot « s Tostcnstady o o chibd bocanse as onc olficiad sas " We don's ordi-
narib Toense posons when we Know them to b tsvolverd inany i of 4 rtme on
an ongaing besis 70 Then D know that we most Hiconse otsehes and that | will
Continee e oul i ¢ lass, to tisk the spectacle ol Teaching as i gay man in the
hope of prosoking my students o resis1 cotmpon injuslice

Past yesy e of my =sludents wrote inhes ) cvaluation that Fhad an
“ovelent comsmand of the comrse content, “Bal” she added, his matoriahis
ey his habn o The “hit™ holicd her assaumplions about teashing and chal-

fense oy anthority Bosngeested tat real 1o hing necis when we transmit
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material fromn which we are distanced and detached rather than ideas o wlne b we

are connerted ax 1o a baby. through the inunediate domands ob the Dody Frecog-

mize that for some students ten can make more convineing argiments abon fom-

s than women jost as straight Gealty may be more persnasive than gas Loe-

alty in discussions abont sexiel ovientation. B Fam no longer willing to oo

e position of objoctive purvesor of tiuth o disenshodicod eller of other goapde s

lade= and for my students that is probably the most <histinbing part of

“agenda”
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